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Saturday the Thirteenth — A Black Day for the
Team Racing Event Motorsport

The ninth heat of the BFGoodrich-Long-Distance-Touring-Car-Championship Franz GroR will bear in mind for
quite some time. He had the worst racing accident of his career and presumably a whole armada of guardian
angels aboard. Thus the season of the BMW 135 DBD of the team Racing Event Motorsport was abruptly aborted
as well. Though the team with head of the team Andre Ibron started confidently into the weekend. “Very good
weather, the rear axle worked optimally at the free practice and with a position in the top flight we could have
won the championship within our group”, actually everything worked out well for Andre lbron. After the last
heat the rear axle had been revised and additionally Rene Jungnickel of KW adjusted the shock-absorbers over
again to the BMW.

The first small problems occurred on Saturday morning. Prior to the training the front left brake disc was
objected. “Due to the fact that it was a security-relevant component, we promptly replaced it”, Andre Ibron said.
Only 40 minutes before closing the big BMW 1 could set in the qualifying. The “Degussa-Evonik BMW” went very
well, but Andre Ibron made a driving mistake on the track. When an Astra OPC of the Kissling team wanted to
overtake, there was a slight contact. “Unfortunately | overlooked the Astra.” The team was quick off the mark
and brought two new tires to the track section Quiddelbacher Hohe. However there was not even thinking of
driving a fast lap and the BMW had to launch from the last position of starting group two.

Bugs Bunny, alias Guido Wirtz, took the start and immediately pressed forward. Already during the first lap he
caught up with the BMW 335D GTR of competitor Giinther Beckers. In lap two he was ahead and in the lead of
the class. Lap by lap he distanced himself. After the first stint Franz Grof3 took on the cockpit and extended the
lead to 4 minutes. Until his last lap, when the horrible crash happened. An Opel Corsa apparently made way for
being lapped. When GroR was already next to the smaller Corsa, it dragged abruptly over, got crossways in front
of the BMW and started rolling over right away. The Degussa-Evonik BMW was first pushed against the guard rail
and then pitchforked into the air. Fortunately the BMW did not overturn, but the impact from several meters of
height was almost as destructive: the BMW was a total loss. “l wanted to overtake the much slower vehicle. But
he obviously didn’t want to make way. When he finally drove to the right, | wanted to pass. On quite a level with
the Corsa, the other driver got back and the accident happened.” Franz Gro, who luckily got away with severe
contusions, stated after the race.

“Unfortunately the Degussa-Evonik BMW was so badly damaged that we are not able to fix it for the last race in
two weeks. Therefore the season of 2007 is aborted for us. But the most important thing is that the driver is
somewhat okay,” head of the team Andre lbron said gloomily after the race. In the class rating the team Racing
Event Motorsport is still in the lead, but in the high-capacity group SP11 the championship will finally be decided
during the last race. The team Dieselspeed with its driver Heribert Steiner is hard on the heels of the team Racing
Event Motorsport and could win the championship at the last heat of the season, the 32" DMV
Miinsterlandpokal. “After the efforts and achievements of the 2007™ season this is a bitter pill for us. We hope
for better luck next year. During winter we will revise the Evonik BMW and | think the rebuild puts us in a
position to improve the car, especially concerning the weight and its arrangement”, despite of the breakdown
Andre lbron looks positively ahead.

“Yet we thank our classmate for this great and fair season. Especially in the class SP11 all the teams are despite
or maybe because of the professional work one big family. The solidarity and the fairness are exceedingly good.”
Further thanks of the team go to the sponsors and technology-partners, without whom the participation in the
Long-Distance-Touring-Car-Championship wouldn’t be possible. The dedication, the support and the loyalty to
the team during the last years was enormous and is hopefully going to continue in the next season.
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